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The title of this festival, IBERIAN SUITE, echoes the suite of 
exquisite piano compositions by acclaimed Spanish composer 
Isaac Albéniz, Iberia. Albéniz’s music richly reflects the colors 

and textures of the Iberian Peninsula, and the aesthetics and spirit 
of its people.  The Peninsula was once a grand crossroads of Europe, 
Africa, Asia, and the Middle East. For more than a millennium, it was 
a vibrant melting pot of people, culture, and religions.  When Spanish 
and Portuguese explorers and conquistadors set sail in the 15th century, 
the resulting encounters transformed the world. Global arts remix 
seeks to capture a sense of the reach of those historic voyages and the 
extraordinary mingling of arts and cultures they engendered. This festival 
offers you a chance to experience the culmination of hundreds of years of 
cultural history.

IBERIAN SUITE will highlight the magnificent art of the Spanish- and 
Portuguese-speaking people, their impact around the world, and the 
global influences they came to embrace. 

The human history is both inspiring and sobering—marked by war and 
conquest, triumph and tragedy.  But ultimately, what has endured is an 
outpouring of creativity and intelligence that is civilization’s greatest 
gift. Iberia’s legacy, enriched by its many cultures and evolved over 
hundreds of years, has brought us a rich bounty. It is that sense of artistic 
exuberance that we seek to celebrate in this festival.  

IBERIAN SUITE will explore the visual arts in works big and small, old 
and new, from great architectural design to the exquisite beauty of 
ceramics. But it will also revel in the sounds of fado, the passionate 
dance of flamenco and tango, the exciting rhythms of bossa nova and 
salsa, the words of some of the world’s greatest writers, and theatrical 
performances by extraordinarily talented actors. It promises to be a feast 
for eye, ear, and the intellect; a colorful pageant that honors the many 
people and cultures touched by Iberia.

Come join us for a grand voyage! 	

Alicia Adams 
Vice President, International Programming and Dance 
Festival Curator
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CORRIDA – PIC SCENE, APRIL 20, 1951
©ARS-SUCCESSION PICASSO-2015

FAUN MASK, [1947–1948]
©ARS-SUCCESSION PICASSO-2015

WOMAN WITH HANDS JOINED [1947–1948]
©ARS-SUCCESSION PICASSO-2015
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PICASSO CERAMIST AND 
THE MEDITERRANEAN
MARCH 4–22
Open daily from 10:30 a.m. to 9 p.m. (Last admission at 7:30 p.m.) 
Atrium and Atrium Foyers

FREE, TIMED-ENTRY TICKETS REQUIRED
Free tickets may be reserved online, by phone, or at the Box Office. When ordering, 
visitors will be required to choose their hour of entry into the exhibition, with hourly 
slots beginning at 10:30 a.m. and ending with final admission at 7:30 p.m. Ticketholders 
are encouraged to allow themselves enough time to explore the exhibition within their 
chosen hourly window. The estimated viewing time is 45 minutes.

Picasso Ceramist and the Mediterranean is a carefully curated, exceptional 
selection of more than 140 of Pablo Picasso’s ceramic pieces that reveal 
how the prolific artist reshaped the very notions of how clay could be used. 
Reflecting the artist’s strong attraction to Mediterranean colors, shapes, and 
mythological creatures, the exhibition is the first of its kind to be shown in 
the United States. During Picasso’s long career, he explored many forms of 
visual art: painting, sculpture, lithography, etching, collage, stage and costume 
design, poetry, and ceramics. He initially experimented with clay in 1900, 
but it was during the years after World War II that he developed an intense 
interest in the medium. At the time, he lived in southern France, where clay 
deposits had been exploited since pre-Roman times. During his lifetime, he 
produced some 4,500 plates, vessels, and other ceramic creations.

This exhibition was originally presented in Aubagne, where it was conceived 
for Marseille-Provence 2013, the yearlong celebration of Marseille’s reign as 
Cultural Capital of Europe. In 2014, the exhibition traveled to the National 
Museum of Ceramics in Sèvres, near Paris, where it was the most successful 
show in the museum’s history. It is curated by Joséphine Matamoros and 
Bruno Gaudichon, and is made possible by the generous participation of 
private collectors.

HRH Foundation is the Presenting Underwriter for Picasso Ceramist and the Mediterranean.

RELATED FORUM 
PICASSO: THE CHALLENGE OF CERAMICS
MARCH 4 AT 12 P.M.
Eisenhower Theater • FREE, tickets required
See page 52 for more information. 

PLAN YOUR VISIT
Please plan to arrive 15–20 minutes before your scheduled hour of entry to 
allow time for ticket pick-up and security check. Visitors must pre-check 
all prohibited items* in the free Hall of Nations Coat Check before heading 
upstairs to the exhibition. Using the Hall of States elevators, visitors will 
enter the exhibition from the States Gallery on the Roof Terrace level, pass 
through the Atrium and Atrium Foyers, and exit at the Nations Gallery. 
Elevators return you to the Hall of Nations and Coat Check. Please note 
that visitors will not be able to re-enter from the exit.

Recording devices (photo, video, audio, etc.) may be used in front of the 
entrance of the exhibition, but once brought inside, their use is prohibited. 
Additionally, there is no access to restrooms within the exhibition area. 
Restrooms are available in the States Gallery.

Although discussion in the Atrium and Foyers is encouraged, please keep 
voices respectfully low. The exhibition is a place for looking, reflection, 
and quiet discussion. Other visitors may wish to see the same piece that 
interests you. Please be aware of others waiting to view a particular work and 
be courteous about moving on promptly.

*We regret that we are unable to accommodate any items larger than 17 x 26 inches (43 x 66 cm) into 
the exhibition. Additional items not permitted include: food & drinks, large daypacks, backpacks, luggage, 
umbrellas, any sharp items such as knives (including pocket or “Swiss Army”–style knives), screwdrivers, scissors, 
firearms, pepper spray, and Mace. Visitors will need to check any objects that are not allowed in the exhibition 
space at the free Coat Check located in the Hall of Nations. 

ENHANCE YOUR EXPERIENCE  
WITH OUR ECATALOG

Specially created for Picasso Ceramist and the Mediterranean and exclusively 
available in an enhanced digital format, our colorful electronic catalog offers an 
interactive, immersive journey through all aspects of the exhibition. More than 
180 pages of rich text and information come alive with videos, audio content, 
photos, and other multimedia that will be added and updated throughout the 
festival. Our eCatalog can be purchased and downloaded directly online at 
kennedy-center.org/PicassoCatalog, or in person at the Kennedy Center Gift 
Shops via a card with a printed download code. Compatible with Android, iOS, 
and other systems, our eCatalog can be viewed on a smartphone, tablet, and any 
personal computer or device that supports a 300 MB file. 

PRICE: $14.99
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SPECIAL

EVENTS

CARMEN CORELLA
PHOTO BY ROSALIE O’CONNOR

TRES PABLOS: CASALS, NERUDA, 
AND PICASSO— 
A MULTIMEDIA CELEBRATION
PHOTO COURTESY OF THE  
CASALS FOUNDATION AND MUSEUM
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PORTUGAL/SPAIN/MEXICO/ 
BOLIVIA/MOZAMBIQUE/BRAZIL/U.S.

FESTIVAL OPENING 
PERFORMANCE
MARCH 3 AT 7:30 P.M.
Eisenhower Theater • Tickets from $25

Celebrating the opening night of IBERIAN SUITE: global arts remix, this 
performance features several festival highlights including extraordinary 
performances by Portuguese fado and popular music singer Carminho, iconic 
vocalist Eugenia León from Mexico, exquisite American soprano Harolyn 
Blackwell, the Arakaendar Choir and Orchestra from Bolivia, experimental 
American orchestra PostClassical Ensemble,  D.C.’s own Coral Cantigas 
and National Broadway Chorus, Mozambican jazz saxophonist Moreira 
Chonguiça, pianist Javier Perianes from Spain, Israeli American virtuoso Amit 
Peled playing on Casals’s cello, and Brazil’s internationally acclaimed dance 
company Grupo Corpo. The evening also features brother and sister Ángel 
Corella and Carmen Corella, renowned classical ballet dancers from Spain, in 
their only appearance during the festival.

The IBERIAN SUITE festival is grateful to the Library of Congress for its generous contribution of 
recordings from its permanent Archive of Hispanic Literature on Tape (AHLOT).
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SPAIN/CHILE

TRES PABLOS: CASALS, 
NERUDA, AND 
PICASSO—A MULTIMEDIA 
CELEBRATION 
MARCH 13 AT 8 P.M.
Eisenhower Theater • Tickets $25

Join an intimate tribute to three giants and contemporaries of the Spanish-
speaking world—Casals, Neruda, and Picasso, all of whom died in the same 
year, 1973. The event includes videos of all three artists as well as live music 
and interviews. Moderated by distinguished author and critic Marie Arana, the 
evening features Julia Alvarez, a best-selling Dominican American novelist, 
poet, essayist, and lifelong admirer of Pablo Neruda; Marilyn McCully, eminent 
art historian and foremost scholar on the life and works of Picasso; and Marta 
Casals Istomin, the Puerto Rican music impresario, educator, and widow 
of Pablo Casals. The evening closes with a musical program featuring works 
that Casals often played on his Matteo Goffriller cello (circa 1700). Casals’s 
cello is played by Israeli American virtuoso Amit Peled, who is accompanied 
by students from the Peabody Institute. 

Videos of Picasso and Casals by Ruth Schell. A portion of the material for the Picasso segment of 
Tres Pablos is from Modern Masters—Picasso courtesy of IWC Media Limited. Material for the 
Neruda segment of Tres Pablos is from Pablo Neruda: The Poet’s Calling, a documentary-in-progress 
produced by Red Poppy and Mark Eisner, and co-directed by Rachel Seifert. (www.nerudadoc.com)

The IBERIAN SUITE festival, and particularly its Literary Series, is grateful to the Library of Congress for its 
generous contribution of recordings from its permanent Archive of Hispanic Literature on Tape (AHLOT).
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DANCE

GRUPO CORPO
PHOTO BY JOSE LUIZ PEDERNEIRAS



DANCE

COMPAÑÍA  
MARÍA PAGÉS
PHOTO BY DAVID RUANO
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GRUPO CORPO
Sem Mim and Onqotô 
MARCH 6 & 7 AT 8 P.M.
Eisenhower Theater • Tickets from $25

“Their combination of sharp precision and breezy relaxation is unlike 
anything I have ever seen.” —The Daily Telegraph (London)

A wildly popular dance ensemble from the Brazilian state of Minas Gerais, 
Grupo Corpo has been a strong international representative of Brazilian 
contemporary dance since its founding 40 years ago. With its trademark 
combination of classical technique and contemporary re-reading of 
popular Brazilian dance forms, the company has created more than 35 
major works as well as 2,300 pieces under its founding brothers, Paulo 
and Rodrigo Pederneiras. Their work Sem Mim features an original score 
composed by Carlos Núñes and José Miguel Wisnik, and is based on the 
“Sea of Vigo” song cycle by Martín Codax, a set of seven songs dating 
from the 13th century. Also on the program, Onqotô is a piece about human 
perplexity and inexorable pettiness before the vastness of the universe. The 
choreography by Rodrigo Pederneiras contrasts and juxtaposes verticality 
and horizontality, chaos and order, roughness and tenderness, volume and 
sparseness, moving along and against the soundtrack, all while unveiling 
underlying meanings, melody, and rhythms. 

MASTER CLASS: GRUPO CORPO
MARCH 4 AT 7 P.M.
Meet in Hall of Nations • Tickets $15 ($13 Subscribers/Members)

This participatory, intermediate- to advanced-level class for adults (sorry, no 
observers allowed) is led by company members.

SPAIN

BALLET FLAMENCO 
SARA BARAS
Voces, Suite Flamenca 
MARCH 9 AT 8 P.M.
Eisenhower Theater • Tickets from $25

“With Voces, Sara Baras has once again not only demonstrated her talent, 
but also her fascinating ability to get in contact with the audience. In other 
words: passion and success.”  —Le Monde (translation from French)

Voces, Suite Flamenca is the brand-new show from Sara Baras, Spain’s 
most popular flamenco star. Celebrated for her brilliant footwork and 
captivating stage presence, she is adored by the international press as “one 
of those performers you just can’t take your eyes off” (London’s The Daily 
Telegraph). Baras’s new work is a tribute to flamenco featuring influences of 
the greatest artists that have inspired her, such as Paco de Lucia, Camarón 
de la Isla, Antonio Gades, Enrique Morente, Moraíto, and Carmen Amaya. 
Voces, Suite Flamenca is a large-scale production—a hugely entertaining, 
colorful, and vibrant show that captures all the emotion, drama, and passion 
of flamenco. It’s the perfect showcase for Baras’s huge talent, building to a 
truly spectacular free-form finale. 
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PORTUGAL

COMPANHIA 
PORTUGUESA 
DE BAILADO 
CONTEMPORÂNEO
Fado, Rituals and Shadows
MARCH 10 & 11 AT 7:30 P.M.
Terrace Theater • Tickets $30

“Mr. Wellenkamp knows how to distill feeling and pour it out onstage.” 
—The New York Times

Companhia Portuguesa de Bailado Contemporâneo was founded in 1997 
by Vasco Wellenkamp (a former choreographer for the Gulbenkian Ballet) 
and Graça Barroso. Over the last 15 years, the company has premiered 
more than 50 works and toured to Brazil, Italy, Spain, Austria, Germany, 
Luxembourg, the United States, China, and Israel. Jan Linkens, Artistic 
Director for the Netherlands Dans Theater, invited Vasco Wellenkamp to 
choreograph Fado, Rituals and Shadows, a work about the national music 
genre of Portugal. The score features the beautiful voice of Carla Pires. 
The poetry of the text she sings represents a sense of abandonment and 
emotion, a ritual without time or defined characters. 

Mar. 10: Free post-performance discussion with company members 

MASTER CLASS: COMPANHIA PORTUGUESA 
DE BAILADO CONTEMPORÂNEO
MARCH 9 AT 7 P.M.
Meet in Hall of Nations • Tickets $15 ($13 Subscribers/Members)

This participatory, intermediate- to advanced-level class for adults (sorry, no 
observers allowed) is led by company members. 
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SPAIN

COMPAÑÍA  
MARÍA PAGÉS
Utopía (U.S. PREMIERE)

MARCH 11 & 12 AT 8 P.M.
Eisenhower Theater • Tickets from $25

“Pagés has the charisma, the crowd-pleasing technique, and the 
commanding choreography to hold an audience.” —The Daily Telegraph (London)

Internationally renowned for her personal aesthetic concept of the art 
of flamenco, Spanish dancer and choreographer María Pagés has won 
numerous awards, and has collaborated with a variety of artists that include 
Plácido Domingo, Ángel Corella, and others. Her ensemble Compañía María 
Pagés has toured extensively around the world. Her work Utopía represents 
her admiration for Portuguese writer José Saramago and Brazilian architect 
Oscar Niemeyer. The production is staged in a scenario inspired by the 
curved lines of Oscar Niemeyer’s drawings, and features an original score 
played by live musicians. 

Mar. 11: Free post-performance discussion with company members
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DOUBLE BILL
SPAIN

MARÍA MUÑOZ,  
MAL PELO
Bach (U.S. PREMIERE)

MEXICO

TANIA PÉREZ-SALAS 
COMPAÑÍA DE DANZA
Made in Mexico XX 
MARCH 13 & 14 AT 7:30 P.M.
Terrace Theater • Tickets $26

María Muñoz, Artistic Director of Spain’s Mal Pelo Dance Company, brings 
the U.S. premiere of her evocative 2004 solo piece Bach to the Terrace 
Theater. Performed to Glenn Gould’s recording of J.S. Bach’s The Well-
Tempered Clavier, Muñoz “draws us into a series of concentrated attempts 
to ‘catch’ the music,” says London’s The Guardian. She “sweeps herself 
around as if in the arms of an invisible partner, or breaks into a sudden 
syncopated run.” La Vanguardia raves that “Muñoz recreates the joyous and 
formal lightness of the notes in the score, as if her body were just one more 
element in the stave.”

Tania Pérez-Salas, praised for her “vivid visual imagination” by the New York 
Times, is one of Mexico’s most accomplished contemporary dancers and 
choreographers. Made in Mexico XX is a new work, featuring interwoven 
images rooted in Pérez-Salas’s perspective as a Mexican artist, with music 
representing a collage of Mexican composers. Founded in 1994, her dance 
company is known for its visual imagery, often making use of props and 
dramatic lighting. The company made its Kennedy Center debut in 2008 
with The Hours and Anabiosis, and returned in 2010 with three works: 
Fourteen Sixteen, The Waters of Forgetfulness, and Ex-stasis.

Mar. 13: Free post-performance discussion with company members
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THEATER

RON LALÁ  
THEATER COMPANY
PHOTO BY DAVID RUIZ



THEATER
ODE MARÍTIMA 
(“MARITIME ODE”)
PHOTO BY JOSÉ FRADE

MALA VOADORA 
and THIRD ANGEL
PHOTO BY JOSÉ CARLOS DUARTE
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PORTUGAL

TEATRO MERIDIONAL
Contos em Viagem—Cabo Verde 
(U.S. PREMIERE)

MARCH 4 AT 7:30 P.M.
Family Theater • Tickets $30

Since its founding in 1992, Portuguese theater company Teatro Meridional 
has staged 45 productions in 19 countries with a repertory that includes a 
variety of original theatrical texts and staged adaptations of non-theatrical 
pieces. The company has won numerous awards—most notably the Prize for 
New European Theatrical Realities in 2010—and has toured internationally 
to five continents. Contos em Viagem—Cabo Verde (“Stories on a Journey—
Cape Verde”) is a one-woman play based on texts that, despite having a 
particular context and geography, speak of the universality of emotions. 
Performed with an onstage musician, the work specifically speaks of Cape 
Verde through the words of Cape Verdean authors in both Portuguese and 
the native Cape Verdean Creole. Performed in Portuguese with projected 
English titles. Recommended for age 12 and up.

Includes a free post-performance discussion with company members

U.S. DEBUT
PORTUGAL

MUNDO PERFEITO
Three fingers below the knee 
By Heart
MARCH 7 & 8 AT 7:30 P.M.
Terrace Theater • Tickets $30

Portugal’s Mundo Perfeito was organized around the work of co-Artistic 
Director Tiago Rodrigues in 2003. The company has presented work 
throughout Europe, Brazil, Lebanon, and Singapore, with several of its 
productions receiving critical acclaim. Mundo Perfeito makes its United 
States debut with a double-bill program. Three fingers below the knee features 
passages written by theater inspectors who chronicled the censorship of 
theatrical performance during the fascist regime that ruled Portugal for 
nearly 50 years. This piece was awarded the Best Theatre Show of 2012 by 
the Portuguese Author’s Society, and received a Portuguese Golden Globe 
for Best Theatre Performance of 2012 by the television channel SIC. In By 
Heart, selected audience members are invited to memorize a poem written 
in English, with the show only ending when each can recite the lines from 
memory. Three fingers below the knee performed in Portuguese with projected 
English titles; By Heart performed in English. Recommended for age 12 and up.
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U.S. DEBUTS
PORTUGAL

MALA VOADORA 
UNITED KINGDOM

THIRD ANGEL
What I Heard About the World
Written by Alex Kelly, Chris Thorpe, and Jorge Andrade

MARCH 13 & 14 AT 7:30 P.M.
Family Theater • Tickets $30

What I Heard About the World is performed by Lisbon-based theater 
company Mala Voadora—named after a Hans Christian Andersen short 
story in which the protagonist is doomed to tell tales for a living—and 
contemporary English company Third Angel, founded in Sheffield in 1995. 
Both companies make their U.S. debut with this engagement. Founded in 
2003 by co-artistic directors Jorge Andrade and José Capela, Mala Voadora 
is a theater company fascinated by artifice. This production explores a world 
in which domestic sounds are available on CD as an antidote to loneliness. A 
company specializes in selling evidence that you’ve been somewhere when 
you haven’t. Suits are photo-shopped onto images of dead men so that they 
can look respectable in the paper. There are replicas, protestors for hire, 
donkeys with painted-on stripes, mourners who never knew you, cosmetic 
surgeries to change the human palm and therefore change the future, and 
true stories about fake things—one for each country from Afghanistan to 
Zimbabwe. What I Heard About the World takes place in one room, about 
one planet, with three narrators, a giraffe, and a cactus. Performed in English. 
Recommended for age 12 and up.

Mar. 13: Free post-performance discussion with company members 

U.S. DEBUT
SPAIN

TEATRO DE LA ABADÍA 
Entremeses
Written by Miguel de Cervantes • Directed by José Luis Gómez	

MARCH 17 & 18 AT 7:30 P.M.
Terrace Theater • Tickets $30

Founded in 1995, Madrid’s Teatro de La Abadía makes its United States 
debut with a revival of Entremeses, one of the company’s first productions, 
directed by José Luis Gómez. An entremés is a short, comedic one-act play 
historically performed as an interlude during a long dramatic work in 16th- 
and 17th-century Spain. This engagement features three entremeses—El 
Retablo de las Maravillas, La Cueva de Salamanca, and El Viejo Celoso—all 
written by Don Quixote author Miguel de Cervantes. Performed in Spanish 
with projected English titles. Recommended for age 12 and up.

Mar. 17: Free post-performance discussion with company members 
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BRAZIL

COMPANHIA HIATO 
O Jardim (“The Garden”) (D.C. PREMIERE)
Written and directed by Leonardo Moreira

MARCH 18 & 19 AT 8 P.M.
Eisenhower Theater • Tickets $36	

“Each scene is acted with exquisite, characterful details…When past, 
present, and future all converge in the final scene, the parallel patterns of 
loss, hope and human shortsightedness meld into one heartbreaking swirl of 
a party.” —The New York Times

O Jardim (The Garden) is the third play created by Companhia Hiato of São 
Paulo, Brazil. Three generations of a family contemplate how they want to 
remember themselves, and be remembered by others. Audiences sit on 
the stage surrounding the action. An exercise in memory, the audience 
sees the scenes repeated from different perspectives and often with gaps. 
It’s not about showing multiple viewpoints of the same situation, but 
emphasizing the implicit subjectivity in every encounter. In 2011, O Jardim 
was the recipient of the Outstanding Direction and Play Award from the 
APCA and Governor of São Paulo State, the Shell Award for Outstanding 
Author and Set Design, the Question of Critique Award for Outstanding 
Costume Design, the CPT Award for Outstanding Author and Play, and the 
Outstanding Play Award from the Guia de Folha newspaper. Performed in 
Portuguese with projected English titles. Recommended for age 14 and up. No 
late seating. No re-entry once the performance has begun.

Mar. 18: Free post-performance discussion with company members 
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PORTUGAL

DIOGO INFANTE  
& JOÃO GIL 
Ode Marítima (“Maritime Ode”)  
(U.S. PREMIERE)
Directed by Natália Luiza • Written by Àlvaro de Campos

MARCH 20 & 21 AT 7:30 P.M.
Terrace Theater • Tickets $30

Actor Diogo Infante stars with musician João Gil playing guitar in the 
U.S. premiere of this critically acclaimed play. Based on one of the most 
extraordinary poems by Portuguese writer Fernando Pessoa—who used the 
literary persona of Àlvaro de Campos to author the work—Ode Marítima 
(“Maritime Ode”) charts one man’s search for purpose in the vast and 
unpredictable world around him. Conjuring images of a life at sea, this 
hauntingly emotional journey comes to life through the talents of Diogo 
Infante, one of Portugual’s most well-known actors. Infante has been acting 
professionally for more than 25 years in theater, film, and television. He 
is the former Artistic Director of the National Theatre and has received 
several awards throughout his career, including a Golden Globe for his 
performance as Hamlet at the Maria Matos Theatre in Lisbon. Musician 
and composer João Gil is the co-founder of several musical groups on the 
Portuguese pop/rock scene and a composer of musical scores for theater 
and film. Performed in Portuguese with projected English titles. Recommended 
for age 12 and up.

Mar. 20: Free post-performance discussion with company members 

Presented with the support of Caixa Geral de Depositos

FOR FAMILY AUDIENCES
SPAIN

RON LALÁ  
THEATER COMPANY
Somewhere in Quixote (U.S. PREMIERE)
Adapted from the novel by Miguel de Cervantes • Directed by Yayo Cáceres	

MARCH 21 & 22 AT 1:30 & 5 P.M.
Family Theater • Tickets $20

In a large imaginary library, the great Spanish author Miguel de Cervantes 
is writing his literary masterpiece Don Quixote. But he’s desperate for 
inspiration, so he begs his friends, a barber and a priest, to help him act 
it out and finish his story! Pretty soon, his adventurous tale—about a 
noble hidalgo who’s read one too many books on chivalry and gone a little 
mad—takes on a life of its own. As the confused “knight” Don Quixote 
enlists his trusty squire Sancho Panza to right all wrongs and rescue his true 
love Dulcinea, the lines begin to blur. Where does the author end and his 
famous character begin? What is a dream and what is real life? With their 
unique blend of live music and song, rapid-fire theater, humor, audience 
interaction, and text adapted from the novel, a small band of actor-
musicians from Madrid’s Ron Lalá performance company reveals all the wit, 
rebelliousness, and magic of the Don Quixote legend in a fresh and clever 
way. Performed in Spanish with projected English titles. Recommended for age 
12 and up.

Performances for Young Audiences is made possible by 

Additional support is provided by The Clark Charitable Foundation;  
The Morris and Gwendolyn Cafritz Foundation;  
Paul M. Angell Family Foundation; and the U.S. Department of Education.

Major support for educational programs at the Kennedy Center is provided by  
David and Alice Rubenstein through the Rubenstein Arts Access Program,  
the National Committee for the Performing Arts, and the  
President’s Advisory Committee on the Arts.

ANOTHER GREAT FAMILY ACTIVITY!
Check out the free interactive installation The Transatlantic Table: 500 
Years of Global Gastronomy in the Nations Gallery. See page 58 for more 
information.
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PORTUGAL/SPAIN/U.S.

PORTUGUESE FADO WITH 
CAMANÉ & CARMINHO
Jesús López-Cobos, conductor • Camané, singer • Carminho, singer

MARCH 5 AT 7 P.M.
Concert Hall •Tickets from $10

Led by Jesús López-Cobos, one of Spain’s most distinguished conductors, 
the NSO presents an evening of fado, sometimes called the “soul music of 
Portugal.” Bringing this haunting and evocative music to life are two of the 
greatest fadistas of today. Camané is the leading man in a new generation 
of Portugal’s fado singers, with more than 6 million albums sold and several 
Portuguese Golden Globe nominations to his credit. As the daughter 
of Teresa Siqueira, a famous fado singer in her own right, Carminho is a 
household name in Portugal and consummate crossover artist, displaying a 
mastery of fado and other genres from folk to pop. The NSO also performs 
Joaquín Turina’s Danzas fantásticas—a celebration of the sounds of Aragon, 
the Basque region, and Andalusia—and Isaac Albéniz’s Iberia suite, which 
conjures the national sounds of the peninsula. 

BOLIVIA/UNITED KINGDOM

ARAKAENDAR CHOIR  
& ORCHESTRA
Baroque Music from  
Jesuit Reductions in Bolivia
Ashley Solomon, conductor

MARCH 4 AT 7:30 P.M.
Terrace Theater • Tickets $35

Arakaendar Choir and Orchestra is founded upon the rich history of 
Baroque musical manuscripts found in the missions of Bolivia. With the 
largest collection of Baroque music manuscripts in the world, Father Piotr 
Nawrot began the International Festival of Renaissance and Baroque Music 
in Bolivia. During this major festival, Father Nawrot and Ashley Solomon, 
Artistic Director of Florilegium (UK) met and began to collaborate. In 2005, 
Solomon auditioned Bolivian singers to work on Baroque choral pieces with 
Florilegium, and the Arakaendar Bolivia Choir was formed. It made its debut 
in 2006 at the 6th International Festival of Renaissance and Baroque music 
in Bolivia. This group performs the classical Baroque music in Latin, as well as 
in their seven native dialects, and has toured widely throughout Bolivia, the 
UK, and continental Europe. The group was featured on 60 Minutes and has 
recorded several highly acclaimed CDs with Florilegium.

Presented in collaboration with Inter-American Development Bank Cultural Center
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SPAIN/BRAZIL/COLOMBIA

MASTERWORKS BY 
VILLA-LOBOS, FALLA, 
AND MORE
Jesús López-Cobos, conductor • Juanita Lascarro, soprano
Javier Perianes, piano

MARCH 6 & 7 AT 8 P.M.
Concert Hall • Tickets from $10

Jesús López-Cobos leads a program celebrating four of his country’s 
finest composers, along with a Brazilian composer who personifies the 
flow and remix of the arts across continents: Heitor Villa-Lobos, who is 
most renowned for his series of Bachianas Brasileiras. No. 5, featuring 
an ensemble of cellos and rising Colombian soprano Juanita Lascarro, is 
reminiscent of the guitar and singer combination characteristic of fado. 
Manuel de Falla is one of Spain’s best-known composers, and his Nights in 
the Gardens of Spain—featuring pianist Javier Perianes, one of Spain’s most 
exciting young performers—evokes the Hispano-Arabic past of his native 
Andalusia. Cristóbal Halffter’s Tiento del primer tono y batalla imperial is 
based on two organ works by Spanish composers active in the 16th and 17th 
centuries. Turina’s Danzas fantásticas and Albéniz’s Iberia suite from the 
previous evening complete the program. 

FRANCE/SPAIN

RAVEL’S BOLÉRO, 
DEBUSSY’S IBÉRIA,
& other French works inspired by Spain
Christoph Eschenbach, conductor • Leticia Moreno, violin	

MARCH 12 AT 7 P.M. 
MARCH 13 & 14 AT 8 P.M.
Concert Hall • Tickets from $10

No country has fallen under the Iberian influence more than the peninsula’s 
neighbor across the Pyrenees: France. Time and again, French composers 
have been fascinated by the soundscape of Spain—and NSO Music Director 
Christoph Eschenbach brings four of their works to this eclectic program. 
Emmanuel Chabrier celebrates the charms of Spain in España, Édouard 
Lalo’s Symphonie espagnole features the NSO debut of “captivating” Spanish 
violinist Leticia Moreno, hailed for her “exalted lyricism and expressivity” by 
El País (Spain). Claude Debussy’s Ibéria is a soaring symphonic journey from 
his musical travelogue Images. And Maurice Ravel’s passionate ballet score 
Boléro uses different instruments to steadily crescendo its famous theme to 
a rambunctious, full-orchestra climax. 

David and Alice Rubenstein are the Presenting Underwriters of the NSO.

The NSO Music Director Chair is generously endowed by Roger and Vicki Sant.

The Blue Series is sponsored by United Technologies Corporation.

Additional support for these performances is provided in part by  
an award from the National Endowment for the Arts.
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SPAIN/CUBA

BUIKA
with Iván “Melon” Lewis  
& Continuum Quartet
MARCH 8 AT 8 P.M.
Concert Hall • Tickets $20

Buika, born María Concepción Balboa Buika (Concha Buika) in Palma de 
Mallorca, is an internationally recognized singer and prolific recording artist. 
Her major international career crosses multiple genres and has seen her 
perform in nearly two dozen countries. Her recording career began in 2001, 
and she produced another dozen albums, earning multiple awards, including 
two Latin Grammys®. Joining her in this concert is Cuban-born pianist Iván 
“Melon” Lewis and his Continuum Quartet. Lewis was one of the first artists 
to push the timba technique right to the heart of his music. By adding extra 
notes with the left hand, this style of play creates instantly recognizable 
melodies that Lewis and bassist Alain Pérez have now brought to the 
summits of sophistication. Together, Lewis and Buika immerse themselves in 
jazz as well as “danceable” genres such as bolero and rumba.

M
U

SI
C

PH
O

TO
 B

Y 
JA

VI
 R

O
JO



31

MEXICO

EUGENIA LEÓN
Eugenia León y Las Voces de Mujeres,  
Voces del Pueblo
MARCH 14 & 15 AT 8 P.M.
Eisenhower Theater • Tickets from $25

Over the course of a career spanning more than three decades, nearly 30 
studio albums, several international tours, and as a presenter on the popular 
television program Acústico, Eugenia León has become a Mexican cultural 
icon. In this special multimedia program, she pays tribute to the great 
Ibero-American female singers, including Mercedes Sosa (Argentina), Julia 
Zenko (Argentina), Lilia Felipe (Argentina), Susana Rinaldi (Argentina), Elis 
Regina (Brazil), Cesária Évora (Cape Verde), Violeta Parra (Chile), Totó 
la Momposina (Colombia), Chavela Vargas (Costa Rica/Mexico), La Lupe 
(Cuba), Omara Portuondo (Cuba), Milva (Italy), Lola Beltrán (Mexico), 
Jesusa Rodríguez (Mexico), Concha Méndez (Mexico), Maristela (U.S./
Mexico), Amália Rodrigues (Portugal), Lucha Reyes (Peru), Lola Flores 
(Spain), Rocío Dúrcal (Spain), Nina Simone (USA), and Soledad Bravo 
(Venezuela).

Presented with the support of the Embassy of Mexico and its Cultural Institute

SPAIN/U.S.

POSTCLASSICAL 
ENSEMBLE
Iberian Mystics: The Confluence of Faiths 
(U.S. PREMIERE)

MARCH 10 & 11 AT 7:30 P.M.
Family Theater • Tickets from $30

Inspired by the ebb and flow of Islamic, Catholic, and Jewish influences 
prior to the 1492 Reconquista (“Reconquest”), this multimedia program 
celebrates seven centuries of a rich and thriving multicultural world on the 
Iberian peninsula. Born from intense mystical traditions, a glorious mixture 
of influences—Sephardic, Andalusian, Flamenco, and more—made this a 
distinctive era, and it is celebrated in music, dance, poetry, and visual arts. 
Written by Joseph Horowitz and Antonio Muñoz Molina, the program 
features pianist Pedro Carboné, flamenco artists Sonia Olla and Ismayel de 
la Rosa, and the Al-Bustan Takht Ensemble comprised of four accomplished 
Arab musicians, including two recent Pew Fellowship recipients. The 
performance is conducted by Angel Gil-Ordóñez, who co-founded the 
ensemble in 2003 with Joseph Horowitz. Recommended for age 12 and up. 

Includes a free post-performance discussion with ensemble members
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ARGENTINA

PIAZZOLOGÍA 
El Mundo de Piazzolla su Vida y su Obra 
(U.S. PREMIERE)

MARCH 20 & 21 AT 8 P.M.
Eisenhower Theater • Tickets from $19	

Combining music, video, and dance, Piazzología traverses the life and major 
works of maestro Astor Piazzolla in a resounding and exquisite U.S. premiere 
tribute to his legacy, directed by Emmanuel Alvarez. The performance 
features five internationally acclaimed musicians as well as two world-
renowned tango dancers, Iris Acuña and Marcelo Montenegro, both semi-
finalists in the Tango World Championship. 

CAPE VERDE

CARMEN SOUZA
Live at Lagny Jazz Festival Tour
MARCH 16 AT 8 P.M.
Eisenhower Theater • Tickets from $25

Carmen Souza stands out as one of the most in-demand jazz and world 
singers in Europe. Her vocal approach has been compared to singers like 
Billie Holiday, Nina Simone, and Eartha Kitt, but this singer-songwriter 
has created her own idiosyncratic soundscape. Her mix of West African 
rhythms with contemporary jazz has been hailed by DownBeat Magazine as 
a “recipe for artistic success.” Souza was born in Lisbon within a family of 
Cape Verdeans, and grew up in a multilingual environment with a mixture of 
Portuguese and Creole, the local dialect her parents spoke at home. 
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FORTAS CHAMBER MUSIC CONCERT 
SPAIN/ARGENTINA/U.S.

SHARON ISBIN, GUITAR 
ISABEL LEONARD, 
MEZZO-SOPRANO
MARCH 24 AT 7:30 P.M.
Terrace Theater • Tickets $32

Guitar and voice is the quintessential Iberian musical combination. Three-
time Grammy Award® winner Sharon Isbin, one of today’s most renowned 
classical guitarists, and Richard Tucker Award–winning mezzo-soprano 
Isabel Leonard, an Argentinian American who’ll portray the title role in 
Washington National Opera’s Cinderella this May, have concocted a recital 
of works that is almost a roll call of Spain’s musical pantheon. Performing 
music by Federico García Lorca, Manuel de Falla, Joaquín Rodrigo, Isaac 
Albéniz, Enrique Granados, Francisco Tárrega, and Xavier Montsalvatge, 
their program is an exotic mix of traditional songs and original compositions 
celebrating almost every corner of the country.  

The Fortas Chamber Music Concerts are supported by generous contributors 
to the Abe Fortas Memorial Fund, and by a major gift to the fund from  
the late Carolyn E. Agger, widow of Abe Fortas.

U.S. DEBUT
BRAZIL/U.S.

ORQUESTRA  
JOVEM DO ESTADO
WITH SOPRANO 
HAROLYN BLACKWELL
From Villa-Lobos to Tom Jobim:  
Symphonic Music from Brazil
MARCH 22 AT 7:30 P.M.
Concert Hall • Tickets from $15

Founded in 1979 in Brazil, this youth orchestra from São Paulo State makes 
its United States debut at the Kennedy Center. Under the direction of 
maestro Cláudio Cruz, the orchestra has toured throughout Brazil and 
performed in France, Germany, and the Netherlands. The program includes 
Suíte Sinfonica Tom Jobim, a collage featuring several of Jobim’s best-known 
songs. Songwriter, composer, arranger, singer, and pianist Tom Jobim was 
a primary founder of the Brazilian bossa nova. Songs such as “The Girl 
from Ipanema,” “Corcovado” (“Quiet Nights of Quiet Stars”), and “Wave” 
became standards all over the world, and were recorded by the greatest 
singers and musicians of our time, including Frank Sinatra, Ella Fitzgerald, 
Sarah Vaughan, and Tony Bennett. Compositions by Heitor Villa-Lobos, one 
of the most celebrated and influential Brazilian composers, are also included. 
With a career that has spanned opera, concert, and recital stages around the 
world, the expressive and exuberant Harolyn Blackwell lends her voice to 
these timeless works. 

Presented with the support of Bank of America Merrill Lynch, Governo do Estado de São Paulo, 
Consulado Geral dos Estados Unidos em São Paulo, Ministério da Cultura do Brasil, and Governo 
Federal do Brasil
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MEXICO

METALES M5 
MARCH 4

Mix the shenanigans of the Blues Brothers with the seriousness of Canadian 
Brass and you have Mexico’s leading brass quintet. The ensemble’s wide-
ranging repertoire synthesizes classical, contemporary, folk, film, and pops 
arrangements. Playing from memory, M5 merges chamber music with 
showmanship. The program includes brilliant costumes, audience interaction, 
and Latin American charm. Since its founding in 2005 in Morelia, 
Michoacán, the group has toured through the United States and Mexico as 
well as Canada and South America. 

FREE CONCERTS
Daily performances at 6 p.m. (unless otherwise noted) on the Millennium Stage, no tickets required. 

Free dance classes March 13 (tango), March 21 (samba), and March 22 (salsa) 
beginning at 5 p.m., open to all ages and experience levels.
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CORAL CANTIGAS 
MARCH 3

Founded in 1991 by Artistic Director Dr. Diana Sáez, Cantigas is a leading 
chamber chorus and one of few in the nation that specializes in the rich 
and diverse music of Spain and Latin America. Cantigas concerts showcase 
extraordinary talent while bridging cultures and communities. The chorus 
performs in Spanish, Portuguese, and a variety of languages and dialects of 
the Americas such as Nahuatl, Quechua, and Creole, with bilingual concert 
program notes and texts. The choir takes its name from cantigas, a type of 
Spanish homophonic songs of the 13th century that developed from both 
folkloric music and sacred chant.
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CHILE

CLAUDIA ACUÑA 
Homage to Violeta Parra
MARCH 5

Chilean singer, songwriter, and arranger Claudia Acuña has one of the most 
beautiful and compelling voices in jazz and creative music. Acuña presents a 
special program in honor of Chilean composer, singer, folklorist, and visual 
artist Violeta Parra. Born in Santiago, Chile, and raised in Concepción, 
Acuña was inspired as a child by Vitor Jara and Violeta Parra to perform a 
variety of music, including folk, pop, and opera. She was signed to Verve 
Records in 1999, where she recorded two albums, Wind from the South 
and Rhythm of Life. Acuña has also recorded and toured with a host of 
performers including George Benson, Joey Calderazzo, Billy Childs, Roy 
Hargrove, Tom Harrell, Christian McBride, Danilo Pérez, and Pablo Ziegler. 

PUERTO RICO/U.S.

PAPO VÁZQUEZ PIRATES 
TROUBADOURS
MARCH 6

Veteran trombonist, composer, and Grammy® nominee Papo Vázquez has 
performed and recorded jazz, Latin, Afro-Caribbean, and classical music for 
more than 35 years. He was recently invited by “The President’s Own” U.S. 
Marine Band to lead and direct their first Afro-Caribbean jazz performance 
in Washington, D.C. In 2010, Wynton Marsalis commissioned Vázquez to 
compose a work inspired by Cuban painter Wilfredo Lam. The Papo Vázquez 
Mighty Pirates recording Marooned/Aíslado earned a Grammy® nomination 
for Best Latin Jazz Album in 2008. 

FREE CO
N
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U.S. DEBUT
MOZAMBIQUE

MOREIRA CHONGUIÇA: 
THE MOREIRA PROJECT
MARCH 7

Internationally renowned saxophonist, producer, composer, and 
ethnomusicologist Moreira Chonguiça brings the Moreira Project to the 
Millennium Stage, featuring Thapelo Motshegwe on keyboard, Kevin Gibson 
on drums, and Helder Gonzaga on bass. The project was officially launched 
in 2005 with the debut of Moreira Chonguiça’s debut album, Volume 1: The 
Journey. The project’s participants represent contemporary African jazz at 
its best; they’ve performed across Mozambique, South Africa, and Brazil, as 
well as in several international festivals.

CUBA

PIANO MARATHON 
CUBANO
featuring Jorge Luis Pacheco, Harold 
López-Nussa, and Aldo López-Gavilán
MARCH 8
Concert begins at 5 p.m.

Three of Cuba’s top jazz pianists perform a lively two-hour marathon 
concert with one, two, or all three onstage at any given time. Jorge Luis 
Pacheco is a percussionist, composer, vocalist, and musical director who 
is recognized worldwide, as well as one of the leading pianists of the 
new generation of Cuban jazz. Harold López-Nussa is one of the most 
outstanding jazz interpreters in Cuba, and has given concerts in the most 
important Cuban venues, as well as on notable stages and in international 
festivals. His training and background have allowed him to move easily from 
the classical to the popular. Aldo López-Gavilán was born in Cuba to a family 
of internationally acclaimed classical musicians. He began his formal piano 
studies at the age of 7, making his professional debut at the age of 12 with 
the Matanzas Symphony Orchestra. 

Presented in collaboration with FUNDarte
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SPAIN

SÍLVIA PÉREZ CRUZ AND 
RAÜL FERNÁNDEZ MIRÓ
MARCH 9

Singer Sílvia Pérez Cruz performs a fusion of fado, jazz, and flamenco. Cruz 
has performed recently at the London Jazz Festival, Primavera Sounds 
Festival in Barcelona, Arles Festival, Afles, and the Théâtre des Abbesses in 
Paris. Her first album 11 de noviembre went Gold in Spain. Raül Fernández 
Miró learned flamenco alongside Catalan Guitarist Kiko Veneno, with 
whom he has performed throughout his career. Sílvia Pérez Cruz and Raül 
Fernández Miró have been collaborating and performing together for the 
past eight years. 

BRAZIL/SPAIN

ROMERO LUBAMBO AND 
HERNÁN ROMERO
MARCH 10

This dynamic duo features two classical guitarists performing a blend of 
styles. Lubambo has performed and recorded with the likes of Yo-Yo Ma, 
Harry Belafonte, and Diana Krall—while Romero has hit the Top 10 on 
Billboard’s World Music charts. Lubambo’s music has also been featured in 
major motion pictures.
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LEBANON/U.S.

AL ANDALUSYUN—
ARABIC ANDALUSIAN 
ENSEMBLE
featuring Hadi Eldebek 
MARCH 11

Al Andalusyun re-creates the age-old heritage and transcendent art of 
poetry and music of Andalusia. Emerging from the unique cultural melting 
pot of the ancient Iberian Peninsula and fostered by centuries of tradition, 
their music not only captivates the ear and the soul, but is a symbol of 
integration and coexistence. The repertoire focuses on Arab Andalusian 
music, preserved and still practiced today in different regions of the Arab 
world. Hadi Eldebek is an oudist and composer from Beirut, Lebanon. He 
studied with oud and violin master Simon Shaheen and is a member of 
Yo-Yo Ma’s Silk Road Ensemble. Eldebek will be joined on stage by Farah 
Siraj (vocals), Navid Kandelousi (violin), Zafer Tawil (Qanun), Ramzi Edelbi 
(percussion), and Mohamad Eldebek (percussion). 

U.S.

NATHALIE HANDAL AND 
HANNA KHOURY
MARCH 12

In a performance combining music with writing, two artists explore the vast 
Arab influences in Iberian arts and culture. Nathalie Handal was raised in 
Latin America, France, and the Arab world. Her most recent books include 
the critically acclaimed Poet in Andalucía and Love and Strange Horses. 
Her work has appeared in Vanity Fair, Guernica Magazine, The Guardian, 
The Nation, and other publications. Hanna Khoury is the director of the 
music program with Al-Bustan Seeds of Culture, and Music Director of 
the community-based Philadelphia Arab Music Ensemble. He is a violinist 
trained in Arab and Western classical music and a recipient of the 2010 Pew 
Fellowship in the Arts. 
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ARGENTINA/PORTUGAL/URUGUAY

MANHATTAN 
CAMERATA: TANGO-FADO 
PROJECT WITH BINELLI-
FERMAN DUO
MARCH 13
FREE TANGO CLASS BEGINNING AT 5 P.M. 

This performance explores the connections between Argentine tango and 
Portuguese fado and features fado singer Catarina Avelar and the critically 
acclaimed Binelli-Ferman Duo: Argentine composer/bandoneón player 
Daniel Binelli and Uruguayan pianist Polly Ferman. Manhattan Camerata is 
a New York-based world music chamber orchestra that integrates Western 
classical chamber music with several instruments from around the world. 
The Camerata was founded in 2009 by Argentine composer/pianist Lucía 
Caruso and Portuguese composer/guitarist Pedro H. da Silva. 

SPAIN/GERMANY

LETICIA MORENO 
WITH CHRISTOPH 
ESCHENBACH
MARCH 14

Violinist Leticia Moreno joins NSO Music Director and pianist Christoph 
Eschenbach and members of the NSO for a recital of music from the 
Iberian Peninsula. Born in Madrid in 1985, Moreno has earned praise for her 
“captivating vehemence, virtuosity, and brilliancy” (El Païs). The youngest 
scholarship student ever to attend the prestigious Alexander von Humboldt 
Foundation school in Berlin, Leticia went on to graduate from London’s 
Guildhall School of Music. 
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JAPAN

HIROMI SUDA
MARCH 15

Vocalist Hiromi Suda began her studies at Berklee College of Music 
in 2005, quickly developing a keen interest in Brazilian music. Her 
singular and innovative sound has been recognized by critics as a serious 
contribution in vocal style and technique. She has performed at clubs and 
venues throughout New York City including the Blue Note, Zinc Bar, and 
Cornelia Street Café, and has toured extensively throughout her native 
country of Japan. 

Presented with the support of the Embassy of Japan and the National Cherry Blossom Festival

PORTUGAL

THE GIFT
MARCH 16

Formed in Portugal in 1994, The Gift’s first album Vinyl went platinum— 
a first for a debut record of an independent band. Their subsequent album 
releases were met with equal enthusiasm and success, garnering gold and 
silver certifications. In 2005, The Gift was awarded the MTV Europe 
Award for Best Portuguese Act. The group has performed at many of 
the top festivals around the world, including South by Southwest and the 
Sonar Festival, and has also toured with international superstars like The 
Flaming Lips. 

Presented in collaboration with the Arte Institute
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PORTUGAL

SOFIA RIBEIRO AND 
LUÍSA SOBRAL
MARCH 17

Two of today’s top female Portuguese musicians share the stage. Sofia 
Ribeiro is an award-winning singer who has the ability to bring the listener 
to her unique universe. Known for her strong and emotional performances, 
she has captivated audiences all over the world. With two albums to her 
name, composer, lyricist, performer, and multi-instrumentalist Luísa 
Sobral has won critical and public acclaim both in Portugal and abroad. 
Her debut, The Cherry on My Cake, went platinum and garnered two 
Golden Globe® nominations. 

Presented in collaboration with the Arte Institute

U.S. DEBUT
BOLIVIA

JOSÉ ANDRÉ
MARCH 18

José André Montaño is a nine-year-old jazz musician from Bolivia who is 
blind. He formed his first Latin jazz band at age six and recorded his first 
album, Ama a Todos, in 2013. José André has performed with many great 
jazz musicians throughout Bolivia, Brazil, and Peru. At a young age, he has 
been covered in international news stories by both Reuters and the BBC. In 
his United States debut, Montaño is joined on the Millennium Stage by two 
D.C.-based jazz musicians. 

This performance was made possible through the generous support of the World Bank Group.

FREE CO
N

CERTS
PH

O
TO

 B
Y 

 S
IL

VI
A 

O
SP

IN
A

SOFIA RIBEIRO LUÍSA SOBRAL



44

FR
EE

 C
O

N
CE

RT
S

PORTUGAL

ANTÓNIO ZAMBUJO
MARCH 19

António Zambujo was born in Beja, located in the Alentejo region of 
southern Portugal, where he grew up listening to Cante Alentejano, a style 
of male chant from southern Portugal with North African influences, which 
became a strong influence in his music. He began studying the clarinet at 
the age of eight at the Conservatório Regional do Baixo Alentejo, but from 
a very young age was entranced with fado. Zambujo merges traditional fado 
with Cante Alentejano, bossa nova, Brazilian popular music, and jazz. Since 
2002, he has produced five successful albums and has won several awards 
including the Amália Rodrigues Prize for “Best Male Fado Singer” in 2006.

Presented in collaboration with the Arte Institute

PORTUGAL

RODRIGO LEÃO
MARCH 20

The founding musician behind well-known Portuguese ensemble Madredeus—
and founding member of indie-rock band Sétima Legião—began a solo career 
in 1993. A multi-instrumentalist, he has performed in the United States, Italy, 
and India, among other countries. He has also composed scores for several 
films, including the 2013 film Lee Daniels’ The Butler. 

Presented in collaboration with Arte Institute
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FREE CO
N

CERTS

BRAZIL

BRASS ENSEMBLE  
SÃO PAULO
Carmen Miranda, Carnaval and Beyond
MARCH 21
FREE SAMBA CLASS BEGINNING AT 5 P.M.

An ensemble of musicians from the São Paulo Youth Orchestra performs an 
exciting program of South American rhythms. Repertoire includes popular 
songs from Carnaval and more, as made famous by Carmen Miranda—the 
Portuguese Brazilian samba singer, dancer, Broadway actress, and film star. 
She was the first Latin American star to be invited to imprint her hands and 
feet in the courtyard of Grauman’s Chinese Theatre in 1941, and became 
the first South American to be honored with a star on the Hollywood Walk 
of Fame. 

Presented with the support of Bank of America Merrill Lynch, Governo do Estado de São Paulo, 
Consulado Geral dos Estados Unidos em São Paulo, Ministério da Cultura do Brasil, and Governo 
Federal do Brasil. 

U.S.

TIMBA STREET  
WITH DC CASINEROS
MARCH 22
FREE SALSA CLASS BEGINNING AT 5 P.M. 

Timba Street sports a modern Cuban salsa-fusion of Son Montuno, Cuban 
Rumba, and Afro-Cuban rhythms. Directed by Havana native Aramis 
Pazos Barrera and featuring members from different parts of D.C. and 
the United States,  the ensemble strives to inspire its audience to dance 
while introducing this lesser-known, modern style of Cuban salsa. Leading 
this dance party is DC Casineros, a world-renowned dance company that 
performs and teaches Cuban dance styles including Rueda de Casino, Afro-
Cuban rumba, Cha Cha Cha, Mambo, Danzón, and Yoruba Orisha dance. 
As a non-profit organization, DC Casineros’s mission is to build healthy 
communities through the art and culture of Cuban dance.  

 
The Millennium Stage was created and underwritten by James A. Johnson and Maxine Isaacs  
to make the performing arts accessible to everyone in fulfillment of the Kennedy Center’s mission  
to its community and the nation.

Additional funding for the Millennium Stage is provided by The Isadore and Bertha Gudelsky Family 
Foundation, Inc., The Meredith Foundation, The Morris and Gwendolyn Cafritz Foundation,  
Dr. Deborah Rose and Dr. Jan A.J. Stolwijk, U.S. Department of Education,  
and the Millennium Stage Endowment Fund.

Millennium Stage Endowment Fund - James A. Johnson and Maxine Isaacs, Fannie Mae Foundation, 
James V. Kimsey, Gilbert and Jaylee Mead, Mortgage Bankers Association of America, Anonymous, 
and other gifts to secure the future of the Millennium Stage.

Education and related artistic programs are also made possible through the generosity of the 
National Committee for the Performing Arts and the President’s Advisory Committee on the Arts.
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LITERATURE  
PANELS
All panels are FREE, with general admission tickets distributed 30 minutes 
prior to each event in front of the venue. Maximum 2 free tickets per person. 

The festival’s literature series, moderated by Marie Arana—novelist, 
biographer, Writer-at-Large for the Washington Post, and Senior Advisor to 
the U.S. Librarian of Congress—offers an array of literary voices, reaching 
from Spain and Portugal to many Latin American countries, as well as Africa 
and the Caribbean. Novelists, playwrights, poets, essayists, and translators 
gather to celebrate the abiding legacies of a worldwide culture. This 
three-day series promises a stimulating exchange of ideas and an inspiring 
celebration of words. Each panel is immediately followed by a book signing 
with the panel’s authors outside the venue.

The Literary Series is presented in collaboration with the Library of Congress.

The IBERIAN SUITE festival, and particularly its Literary Series, is grateful to the Library of Congress 
for its generous contribution of recordings from its permanent Archive of Hispanic Literature on Tape 
(AHLOT).

The AHLOT was begun in 1943 by the then-assistant chief of the Library of Congress’s Hispanic 
Division Francisco Aguilera to archive original voice recordings by contemporary poets and prose 
writers. To date, close to 700 authors have been recorded live, among them Gabriel García Márquez, 
Mario Vargas Llosa, Jorge Luis Borges, Gabriela Mistral, Octavio Paz, Pablo Neruda, Jorge Amado, and 
Julio Cortázar, to name a few. The archive has captured works in Spanish, Portuguese, English, French, 
Dutch, Catalan, Basque, Nahuatl, Zapotec, and Aymara, and has become a unique treasure of the 
cultural patrimony of Spain, Portugal, Latin America, the Caribbean, the United States, and the world.

RELATED EVENT
Marie Arana is also moderating the special event Tres Pablos: Casals, Neruda, 
and Picasso—A Multimedia Celebration. See page 13 for more information.

PORTUGAL/ANGOLA/BRAZIL

FROM MY LANGUAGE, I 
SEE THE SEA (DA MINHA 
LÍNGUA VE-SE O MAR)
MARCH 14 AT 10:30 A.M.
Family Theater

Portuguese literature has enjoyed a long tradition of excellence, from 
the poetry of Luís Vaz de Camões (1524-1580) to the novels of Eça de 
Queiroz (1845-1900) and the verse of Fernando Pessoa (1888-1935). But 
a stunning literary diversity continues to flow from Portuguese-language 
writers, many of whom hail from lands other than Portugal. In this panel, 
four celebrated authors talk about writing and their abiding love for the 
language.

PANELISTS: 

Afonso Cruz (Portugal) is the winner of the 2014 Portuguese Society for 
Authors Award in the Literature category for Para onde Vão os Guarda-
chuvas (“Whither Umbrellas”). It is widely considered his best novel yet. 

José Luís Peixoto (Portugal) is one of the country’s most acclaimed and 
bestselling novelists. His poetry and short stories have appeared in numerous 
anthologies, and his first novel Nenhum Olhar (“The Implacable Order of 
Things”) won the José Saramago Award in 2004.

Tatiana Salem Levy (Brazil) was chosen by Granta as one of the Best 
Young Brazilian Novelists in 2012. Her debut novel A Chave de Casa 
(“Key to the House”) was an immediate bestseller and has been 
translated into several languages.

Ondjaki (Angola) is a novelist as well as a poet. In 2012, The Guardian 
named him one of the Top Five African Writers, and a year later he 
was awarded the José Saramago Award for Os transparentes (“The 
Transparent Ones”).
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SPAIN/U.S.

THE MEASURE OF 
CERVANTES’S TONGUE
MARCH 14 AT 1 P.M.
Family Theater

Two wordsmiths who know the language of Cervantes as few others do share 
their knowledge of the literary master. 

PANELISTS:

Eduardo Lago (Spain) is a novelist, translator, literary critic, and the former 
director of the Cervantes Institute of New York. He is currently a professor 
of Literature at Sarah Lawrence College. In the panel, he will talk about the 
cultural legacy of the Spanish language. Eduardo Lago is participating with the 
support of the Ministry of Education, Culture and Sport of Spain, and SPAIN 
arts & culture. 

Edith Grossman (U.S) is an award-winning translator and critic who has 
translated into English the poetry, fiction, and nonfiction of the most 
distinguished Latin American and Spanish writers, including Gabriel García 
Márquez, Mario Vargas Llosa, Álvaro Mutis, and Miguel de Cervantes. In the 
panel, she will talk about the intricate ties between Cervantes, Faulkner, and 
García Márquez. 

BRAZIL/COLOMBIA/SPAIN/U.S.

A TRIBUTE  
TO JOSÉ SARAMAGO
MARCH 14 AT 3:30 P.M.
Family Theater

Don’t miss this rousing tribute to the late Portuguese Nobel Laureate, 
one of the great novelists of the 20th century, whose works bristle with 
imagination, compassion, and irony. Several distinguished panelists will speak 
about Saramago’s legacy and influence on their own works. 

PANELISTS:

Adriana Lisboa (Brazil) is an author and literary critic who has published 
six widely translated novels, among them Crow Blue and Symphony in White 
(winner of the 2003 José Saramago Award), as well as poetry, short stories, 
and works for children. 

Laura Restrepo (Colombia) is a former journalist and the author of ten 
highly successful novels, including Delirio and The Angel of Galilea. Delirio 
was conferred the Alfaguara Prize in 2004 by José Saramago, the chairman 
of the jury that year.

Pilar del Río (Spain) is a journalist and the widow of José Saramago. She has 
translated a number of Saramago’s books into Spanish. The film Pilar and 
José is a documentary of their marriage.

MODERATOR:

Fernanda Eberstadt (U.S.) is a novelist, essayist, literature critic, and 
cultural commentator who has written about José Saramago for the New 
York Times. She is also a grandchild of Ogden Nash.
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PANAMA/PUERTO RICO/GUATEMALA/CUBA/U.S.

THE HISPANIC  
AMERICAN IDENTITY— 
A 500-YEAR SAGA 
MARCH 15 AT 12 P.M.
Family Theater

Four writers with very different roots in the hemisphere and distinct 
perspectives come together to explore what it means to be part of America’s 
largest minority, and how their contrasting works speak to an overall 
Hispanic American identity.

PANELISTS:

Cristina Henríquez (Panama/U.S.) is the author of the novels The Book of 
Unknown Americans and The World in Half, as well as Come Together, Fall 
Apart: A Novella and Stories. Her non-fiction has appeared in the New Yorker 
and Oxford American.

Esmeralda Santiago (Puerto Rico/U.S.) is the author of the best-selling 
historical novel Conquistadora and several acclaimed memoirs, among them 
When I Was Puerto Rican. Her books have been translated into numerous 
languages. 

Francisco Goldman (Guatemala/U.S.) has published novels as well as works 
of journalism. His most recent autobiographical novel is Say Her Name, 
which won the 2011 Prix Femina Etranger.

Achy Obejas (Cuba/U.S.) is a poet, novelist, journalist, and translator. She 
has received a Pulitzer Prize for her work for the Chicago Tribune. Among 
other books, she is the author of Memory Mambo and We Came All the Way 
from Cuba So You Could Dress Like This?

MODERATOR:

Ray Suarez (Puerto Rico/U.S.) is a former senior correspondent for the 
PBS-Newshour. He is currently the host of Inside Story on Al Jazeera 
America. Aside from 30 years as an award-winning journalist, he is the 
author of three books, the most recent of which is Latino Americans: The 
500-Year Legacy That Shaped a Nation.

SPAIN/U.S.

THE BOUNDLESS SPANISH 
IMAGINATION
MARCH 15 AT 2 PM
Terrace Theater

Two of the most successful contemporary novelists in the Spanish 
language talk about how the literary traditions of Spain have shaped their 
work. Carlos Ruiz Zafón’s wildly imaginative tales and Antonio Muñoz 
Molina’s gritty historical novels could be said to represent opposite sides of 
the literary spectrum, and yet both approaches to the art can be described 
as deeply Spanish. 

Presented with the support of the Ministry of Education, Culture and Sport of Spain,  
and SPAIN arts & culture

PANELISTS:

Carlos Ruiz Zafón (Spain) is the celebrated author of seven novels, including 
The Shadow of the Wind and the cycle The Cemetery of Forgotten Books. His 
works have been translated into more than 45 languages and have sold more 
than 30 million copies worldwide. 

Antonio Muñoz Molina (Spain) is a prize-winning novelist whose most 
recent book is In the Night of Time. He is also a full member of the Royal 
Spanish Academy and the 2013 winner of the Jerusalem Prize. His columns 
appear regularly in El País and Die Welt.

MODERATOR:

Valerie Miles (U.S.) is an editor, translator, writer, and teacher residing in 
Spain. A co-founder of the literary journal Granta en Español, she is also 
editor of the anthology of Spanish-language writers A Thousand Forests in 
One Acorn.
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PANELISTS:

César Aira (Argentina; preceded in the panel by a recording of Jorge Luis 
Borges) is one of the most prolific writers in his country, and certainly one 
of the best known in Latin America. His novel La prueba (“The Evidence”) 
has been made into a feature film, and How I Became a Nun was chosen as 
one of Argentina’s ten best books. 

Juan Gabriel Vásquez (Colombia; preceded by a recording of Gabriel García 
Márquez), a writer of starkly realistic fiction, is best known for his novel The 
Sound of Things Falling. He has received numerous international prizes for his 
novels and short stories, which have been translated into 22 languages. 

Dulce María Cardoso (Portugal/Angola; preceded by a recording of Jorge 
Amado) began her career as a lawyer, but in 2001 published a debut novel 
Field of Blood, which won the Grand Prix Romance award and launched her 
career as a prize-winning novelist.

Javier Cercas (Spain; preceded by a recording of Pedro Salinas) is a novelist 
and professor of literature at the Universitat de Girona in Catalonia, and also 
a regular columnist for El País. His best known novels are Soldiers of Salamis 
and Outlaws. Javier Cercas is participating with the support of the Ministry of 
Education, Culture and Sport of Spain, and SPAIN arts & culture.

Alonso Cueto (Peru; preceded by a recording of Mario Vargas Llosa) is 
a novelist and playwright who writes in many genres. Published in many 
languages, his books have won prizes and distinctions around the world. His 
most recent novel, The Blue Hour, is currently being adapted for the screen. 

Carmen Boullosa (Mexico; preceded by a recording of Octavio Paz), a 
prize-winning Mexican novelist, poet, and playwright, is also a distinguished 
professor of literature at New York University. Her bestselling They’re 
Cows, We’re Pigs has been followed by more than a dozen works of fiction, 
including her latest work Texas.

MODERATOR:

Anne McLean (Canada) is an award-winning translator of numerous 
acclaimed Spanish-language works, including those of Julio Cortázar, Javier 
Cercas, and Juan Gabriel Vázquez. She received the 2014 International 
Dublin Literary Award for Cercas’s The Sound of Things Falling.
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ARGENTINA/COLOMBIA/PORTUGAL/ANGOLA/SPAIN/PERU/MEXICO/CANADA

A SONG FOR IBERIA: SIX VOICES  
OF LITERARY MASTERS THEN AND NOW
MARCH 15 AT 4:30 P.M.
Terrace Theater

To celebrate the stunning diversity of Spanish- and Portuguese-language writers, this panel is a veritable symphony of voices from the past as well as the present. 
Contemporary writers from around the world talk about their work, even as we hear echoes from their literary forebears. Presented in collaboration with the Hispanic 
Reading Room of the Library of Congress, which has been recording renowned Spanish- and Portuguese-language writers for more than 65 years. 
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SPAIN/FRANCE/GERMANY

PICASSO:  
THE CHALLENGE  
OF CERAMICS
MARCH 4 AT 12 P.M. 
Eisenhower Theater

In connection to the festival exhibition Picasso Ceramist and the 
Mediterranean (see p. 8), a panel of experts discusses Picasso’s ongoing 
fascination with the relationship between image and object. The main 
body of Picasso’s unique ceramics may not be considered as decorative 
objects, as he was rather interested in the transformation of objects into 
representational subjects. Many aspects of Picasso’s work in ceramics made 
their way into his painting, printmaking, and sculpture, and vice versa. 
Ceramics were a part of his creative process, and many issues connected 
with ceramics concerned him following Cubism—such as the relationship 
between image and object, the working method by series and variations, and 
polychrome sculpture, as well as the interrelationship of printing techniques 
and the transgression of art categories.

PANELISTS:

Salvador Haro González (Spain) is a researcher and professor at the 
University of Málaga who specializes in the study of the creative process in 
Picasso’s ceramics. He has been honored by Fundación Picasso-Museo Casa 
Natal Málaga, and is a curator of numerous exhibitions on Picasso. As an 
artist, he has presented numerous exhibitions in Spain and abroad. 

Joséphine Matamoros (France) is co-curator of Picasso Ceramist and the 
Mediterranean. In 1978, she founded the Centre de documentation et 
d’animation de la culture catalane (CDACC) in Perpignan, an institution 
that she directed until 1986. In 1981, she became director of the Musée de 
numismatique J. Puig, devoted to coins and medals, and from 1986 to 2012 
she was director of the Musée d’Art Moderne in Ceret. Since 1987, she has 
served as director of the Musée d’Art Moderne in Collioure. 

Bruno Gaudichon (France) is co-curator of Picasso Ceramist and the 
Mediterranean. He earned his doctorate in the history of modern and 
contemporary art at Paris VII-Nanterre and is a Head Curator of French 
Heritage. Since 1990, he has served as Director of the Musée d’art et 
d’industrie André Diligent—La Piscine de Roubaix. 

Harald Theil (Germany) is an art historian who earned his doctorate in art history 
at Heidelberg University in Germany. He is also an independent researcher, author 
and art curator based in Paris who specializes in the drawings and ceramics of 
Pablo Picasso and contemporary art. Harald Theil is the author of an essay in the 
exhibition eCatalog for Picasso Ceramist and the Mediterranean.  

FORUMS
All forums are FREE, with general admission tickets distributed 30 
minutes prior to each forum in front of the venue. Maximum 2 free 
tickets per person. 
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BRAZIL/PORTUGAL/LEBANON/U.S.

IBERIAN CONNECTIONS: 
CROSS-CULTURAL 
INTERACTION WITHIN THE 
PENINSULA AND AROUND 
THE GLOBE
MARCH 18 AT 10:30 A.M.
REMIX Space (Terrace Gallery)

Some of the foremost specialists on the history of the Iberian world gather 
for an open dialogue about the exchanges established across Iberia’s 
reach, both within the peninsula and areas under its influence in the wider 
Mediterranean and Atlantic context. The debate also takes into account 
the individuals and groups that were excluded from these exchanges, or 
negatively affected by it. This unique panel brings together historians and 
experts with varying backgrounds, providing a unique and informative debate 
for Washington audiences. 

PANELISTS:

Roquinaldo Ferreira (Brazil) is a socio-cultural historian of Lusophone 
Africa, Brazil, and the Atlantic world and associate professor of history and 
Portuguese and Brazilian studies at Brown University. 

Richard Kagan (U.S.) is the Arthur O. Lovejoy Professor of early modern 
European history at John Hopkins University. His specialty is the history of 
early modern Europe, with particular emphasis on Habsburg Spain and its 
overseas empire. 

Rita Costa-Gomes (Portugal) is a historian of medieval Portugal and teaches 
medieval and Renaissance history at Towson University. She published the 
first study of the royal court of Portugal and is currently writing a book-
length study of the impact of royal itinerancy in the emergence of Iberian 
political territories and landscapes between the 13th and the 16th centuries. 

Osama Abi-Mershed (Lebanon/U.S.) is associate professor of history at 
Georgetown University, where he teaches courses on North Africa, the 
Middle East and the Western Mediterranean. His academic research 
focuses on colonial modernization in 19th-century Algeria and on the parallel 
processes of state-and-nation making in France and North Africa. 

MODERATOR: 

Pedro Cardim (Portugal) is Associate Professor of History at the Universidade 
Nova de Lisboa, and the author of numerous studies about Portugal and its 
relations with the Iberian world during the early-modern period.  

U.S.

LATIN AMERICAN 
CULTURAL PRESENCE AND 
INFLUENCE IN AMERICA
MARCH 6 AT 4:30 P.M.
Family Theater

This forum presents an engaging discussion about the contributions of 
Latin Americans and their enriching influence on American culture led by 
two experts from the Smithsonian, Eduardo Díaz and James Counts Early. 
Additional details will be announced at a later date on the Kennedy Center 
website.

Eduardo Díaz (U.S.), director of the Smithsonian Latino Center, is a 32-
year veteran of the Latino cultural field. The Center supports research, 
exhibitions, public and educational programs, web content, and collections 
about the Latino experience in the U.S. Díaz is the former executive director 
of the National Hispanic Cultural Center in Albuquerque and served as San 
Antonio’s director of Cultural Affairs. Díaz has a law degree from UC Davis 
and a bachelors in Latin American Studies from San Diego State.  

James Counts Early (U.S.) has served in various positions at the 
Smithsonian since first coming on board in 1972 as a researcher in Brazil and 
the Caribbean for the African Diaspora Folklife Festival program. He has 
served as assistant provost for educational and cultural programs, assistant 
secretary for education and public service, and interim director of the 
Anacostia Community Museum and has curated several Folklife Festival 
programs. Early holds a B.A. in Spanish from Morehouse College and 
completed graduate work (A.B.D.) in Latin American and Caribbean history, 
with a minor in African and African American history, at Howard University.
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INSTALLATIONS
MARCH 4–22

Unless otherwise noted, installations are open from 10 a.m. until building closes at midnight.
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PORTUGAL

JANGADA DE PEDRA— 
THE STONE RAFT
by architects Eduardo Souto de Moura  
and Álvaro Siza Vieira
FRONT PLAZA 

Inspired by Nobel Laureate José Saramago’s novel of the same name, this abstract 
installation made of Portuguese stone and water has been created in a special 
collaboration for the festival between Portugal’s two Pritzker Prize laureates.

“Separated from the Continent the whole Iberian Peninsula transformed 
into a big floating island, moving of its own accord with no oars, no sails, 
no propellers, in a southerly direction, ‘a mass of stone and land, covered 
with cities, villages, rivers, woods, factories and bushes, arable land, with its 
people and animals’ on its way to a new Utopia: the cultural meeting of the 
Peninsular peoples with the peoples from the other side of the Atlantic.” 
—José Saramago

Eduardo Souto de Moura is the second Portuguese architect to receive the 
prestigious Pritzker Architecture Prize. He has completed more than 60 
projects, most in his native Portugal, but also in Spain, Italy, Germany, the 
UK, and Switzerland. These projects include designs for cinemas, shopping 
centers, hotels, apartments, art galleries, offices, and his most famous, the 
Braga Municipal Stadium in Portugal. Souto de Moura studied and worked 
under Álvaro Siza Vieira.

Álvaro Siza Vieira was born in a town just north of Porto and was the first 
Portuguese architect to receive the Pritzker Prize in 1992. His work ranges 
internationally from swimming pools to mass housing developments, banks, 
office buildings, museums, galleries, and every other kind of structure in 
between. One of his most acclaimed accomplishments in Portugal followed the 
revolution in 1977, when the city of Evora commissioned him to plan a housing 
project in the rural outskirts of the town. This housing project consisted of 1,200 
low-cost housing units with courtyards, and earned Siza the first Veronica Rudge 
Green Prize from the Harvard University Graduate School of Design.

Presented in collaboration with Arte Institute and with the support of Solancis

EDUARDO SOUTO DE MOURA

ÁLVARO SIZA VIEIRA
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PORTUGAL

A JOURNEY OF 
IMAGINATION 
HALL OF NATIONS

Just as the famed Portuguese writer and poet Fernando Pessoa (1888–
1935) was inspired by his beloved city of Lisbon, artists and writers continue 
to be influenced by the ongoing transformation of urban environments 
and street life. To showcase the evolution of this influence, three visionary 
contemporary Portuguese artists are given the opportunity to honor the 
literary arts in their own journey of inspiration.  

Alexandre Farto (known as Vhils) is an internationally acclaimed urban 
artist who uses an array of mediums including cork, wood, paper, explosives, 
Styrofoam, and metal. Vhils grew up in an area of Lisbon that underwent 
many changes in the 1980s and 1990s, an evolution which has deeply 
influenced his work, just as it did for Pessoa a century ago. For the festival, 
he has created the installation Perspectiva / Perspective, which is a meaningful 
reflection on one of the most valued pillars upon which our contemporary 
societies have been founded. Formed by a vast number of sheets of paper 
that seem to be randomly arranged in suspension, the installation plays on 
viewers’ visual perceptions. When seen from a particular angle, it reveals the 
word “Freedom” in striking clarity. 

Manuela Pimentel pays tribute to the rich tradition of Portugal’s Azulejo 
(painted, tin-glazed tile work) by creating her own—not from ceramics, but 
from layers of paper, posters, and messages coated with resin. She has said 
her work is “based on the stories that I have created from that which I see 
on the walls in the street or, in other words, that which the street passes 
onto me.” The stories she finds are the phrases, stencils, and drawings she 
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reconstructs on walls and canvas. For the festival, Pimentel has created the 
installation Se eu pudesse trincar a terra toda (“If I could sink my teeth into 
the whole earth”). She has also used her technique to build a “poetry box” 
where audiences can listen to recordings of writings from the Iberian literary 
sphere read aloud in Portuguese and English. 

Nuno Vasa is known for sculptures, paintings, installations, and performances 
that express his personal reflections on quotidian life and surroundings, 
human relationships, and the human condition. Vasa’s works are completed by 
spectators and their relationship with the objects, as well as the installations 
that he creates. Festival attendees can admire a cork cable car produced 
to transport their imaginations—an homage to beloved Portuguese poet 
Fernando Pessoa and the cable car he refers to in his poems. 

The installations by Manuela Pimentel and Nuno Vasa are presented in collaboration with Arte Institute 
with the support of Sofalca.
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REMIX SPACE
TERRACE GALLERY • 10 A.M.–9 P.M. 

During the festival, the Terrace Gallery transforms into a dynamic 
multimedia space illustrating the history of the Iberian Peninsula. Giant 
video images of maps guide visitors through seven centuries, beginning prior 
to 1500 and leading to the Iberian trans-oceanic voyages.  The journeys 
depicted in this installation set in motion a vast migration of the world’s 
people that began a global remix.  

Presented in collaboration with On-Situ and the Georgetown University Center  
for Contemporary Arab Studies

The free forum Iberian Connections: Cross-Cultural Interaction Within 
the Peninsula and Around the Globe (see page 53) also takes place in the 
REMIX Space.
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THE TRANSATLANTIC 
TABLE: 500 YEARS OF 
GLOBAL GASTRONOMY
NATIONS GALLERY • 10 A.M.–9 P.M. 

You might be surprised to learn how many of the food and animals we know 
so well were brought to the Americas, or discovered here and spread around 
the globe, thanks to Portuguese and Spanish exploration. Bananas, vanilla, 
chocolate, coffee, potatoes, corn, pumpkin, turkeys, cows, pigs, horses… 
which of these were seen for the first time in the Americas, and which were 
brought here by explorers? Find the answers in our family space constructed 
from cork that features take-away fact cards about the fruits and vegetables 
we eat every day, plus iPads with games centered on healthy eating and a 
craft activity to create your own fruit plate art inspired by the incredible 
fruit plate panels of artist Roger Rowley. 

The cork in the family space is provided by Sofalca and Novacortiça.

SO BLUE SO WHITE 
FASHIONS CENTURIES  
IN THE MAKING
HALL OF STATES 

This installation relates the fascinating tale of how Portuguese trading ships 
brought Chinese porcelain to Europe, where it became extraordinarily 
popular and widely imitated, eventually by manufacturers such as Delft. The 
international passion for blue-and-white porcelain that began in the 16th 
century continues to this day, influencing leading fashion designers throughout 
the world.  A selection of their exquisite creations inspired by blue-and-white 
porcelain and ceramic tiles comes together in a dazzling display in the Hall 
of States. Highlights include two whimsical gowns created by Portugal’s 
Storytailors atelier, both commissioned especially for this festival.

Presented with the support of Solancis
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TRIPTYCH + ONE
STATES GALLERY 

Scott Gundersen, an American artist from Grand Rapids, Michigan, used 
approximately 40,000 wine corks to create larger-than-life portraits of 
four masters of Spanish- and Portuguese-language letters: Gabriel García 
Márquez (Colombia), Gabriela Mistral (Chile), Jorge Amado (Brazil), and 
Federico García Lorca (Spain). The writers—three Latin Americans and 
one Spaniard, three men and a woman, three Spanish speakers and one 
Portuguese, two of them Nobel Prize winners—are exemplars of the rich 
literary tradition that emanated from Iberia and traveled through Africa 
and the Americas. Gundersen visited Africa in 2007 and was struck by the 
people’s resourcefulness in using objects that most of us would discard as 
repurposed tools, apparel, furniture, and even art. That ingenuity inspired 
Gundersen to create distinctive murals from used corks, taking advantage 
of the natural colors and wine stains. Cork is a material highly indigenous 
to Iberia; more than 80% of all cork in the world is grown and produced in 
Portugal or Spain.
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CULINARY & FILM 
Vibrant, diverse, innovative, and overwhelmingly popular, the cuisine of 
the regions and countries featured in the festival are an integral part of 
their cultures. The culinary portion of the program offers a variety of ways 
to engage and taste an array of the regions’ culinary offerings through 
wine tasting, culinary experiences with acclaimed chefs, and documentary 
screenings followed by culinary lectures. 

Special menus are also available during the three weeks of the festival in 
the KC Café and Roof Terrace Restaurant. To learn more about the fare 
available at the Café, please call (202) 416-8559. For menu details at the 
Roof Terrace Restaurant, or to make a reservation, please call (202) 416-
8555. You can also book online at OpenTable.com.

RELATED EVENT

For a culinary-themed family activity, check out the free interactive 
installation The Transatlantic Table: 500 Years of Global Gastronomy in 
the Nations Gallery. See page 58 for more information. 

WINE TASTING EVENT
The Art of Blend in Portuguese Wines
MARCH 7 AT 2 P.M.
Family Theater • Tickets $35

Join Master Sommelier Keith Goldston for an exploration of Portugal’s 
rich winemaking history and unique viticulture. Following the presentation, 
guests will move to the South Opera Tier Lounge for a guided wine tasting of 
several Portuguese wine varieties. Born and raised in Napa Valley, Goldston 
is one of the world’s youngest Master Sommeliers—he’s the proud recipient 
of the illustrious Krug Cup trophy and “a wizard at matching food with 
interesting wines” (Wine Spectator). This event is limited to 70 people. Must be 
at least 21 years old to attend. Please be prepared to show photo identification. 

Supported by Wines of Portugal and AICEP Portugal Global.

IBERIAN TASTING 
EVENTS 
Join us for a program of cultural exploration based in our universal 
enjoyment of food. Participants meet at the Kennedy Center Hall of 
States entrance to be shuttled to a cultural center or ambassador’s 
residence. Tickets must be picked up at the Kennedy Center Box Office 
prior to departure. These sessions introduce participants to the traditions, 
cultures, and environments that have shaped the culinary evolution of their 
respective countries. Participants then enjoy a dinner specially prepared by 
distinguished chefs. 

A TASTE OF MEXICO FEATURING CHEF DANIEL OVADIA
March 12 • Shuttle departs from the Hall of States entrance at 6 p.m. 
Tickets $100 

A TASTE OF SPAIN FEATURING CHEF RIVE PEREZ CASTRO 
March 16 • Shuttle departs from the Hall of States entrance at 5:30 p.m. 
Tickets $100
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HASIER ETXEBERRIA PRESENTS

FREE DOCUMENTARY 
FILMS & LECTURES
Free general admission tickets will be distributed 30 minutes prior to each 
screening in front of the Family Theater. Maximum 2 free tickets per person.

A documentary filmmaker, journalist, and author of numerous books on 
gastronomy, Hasier Etxeberria grew up in Elgoibar, Spain, but settled in 
Hendaye. In the early 1980s, he was witness to the so-called New Basque 
Cuisine movement. For the festival, Etxeberria presents two films that focus 
on cuisine and chefs from the Basque region. Following each screening, he 
takes the Family Theater stage to lead an engaging discussion. Each film is 
presented in Basque and Spanish with English subtitles, followed by lectures 
presented in Basque and Spanish with an English interpreter. Recommended for 
age 12 and up.

Supported by The Etxepare Basque Institute.

SPAIN
EUSKADI: COCINA EN LA CUMBRE 
(“Basque Country: Cuisine on the Top”)
Directed by Francisco Javier Gutiérrez and Jon Arregui • 65 minutes	

MARCH 7 AT 4 P.M.

Have you ever wondered why the Basque Country has become the temple 
of gastronomy? Or why Donostia-San Sebastian is the city with the world’s 
highest Michelin star concentration per capita? This documentary reflects 
on the notoriety achieved through the work of Luis Irizar, Pedro Subijana, 
Hilario Arbelaitz, Juan Mari Arzak, and Karlos Argiñano. They were followed 
by others such as Martin Berasategui, Andoni Luis Aduriz, Aitor Elizegi, 
Eneko Atxa, Josean Alija, and Roberto Asúa—all chefs who have made and 
continue to make substantial contributions to the innovation and diffusion of 
Basque culture through its cuisine. 

SPAIN
JUAN MARI ARZAK:  
ETXE BAT DA MUNDUA
(“Juan Mari Arzak: The World Is a House”)
Directed by Hasier Etxeberria • 58 minutes

MARCH 8 AT 2 P.M.

Juan Mari Arzak has spent 45 years in haute cuisine. Thanks to his creativity, 
personality, and ability, he is one of the most acclaimed chefs in the world. 
He rules the Arzak restaurant in San Sebastian, which has maintained three 
Michelin stars since 1989. This film explores his particular vision of the soul 
of his kitchen. 
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MARCH 4–22

FREE EXHIBITION
Picasso Ceramist  
and the Mediterranean  
Atrium & Atrium Foyers, 
10:30 a.m.–7:30 p.m.

FREE INSTALLATIONS
Open 10 a.m. until closing:
A Journey of Imagination  
Hall of Nations
Jangada de Pedra— 
The Stone Raft 
Front Plaza
So Blue So White  
Fashions Centuries  
in the Making 
Hall of States
Triptych + One  
States Gallery

Open 10 a.m.–9 p.m.:
REMIX Space  
Terrace Gallery
The Transatlantic Table: 500 
Years of Global Gastronomy 
Nations Gallery

TUESDAY, MARCH 3
Coral Cantigas  
Millennium Stage, 6 p.m., FREE

Festival Opening 
Performance 
Eisenhower Theater, 7:30 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 4
Forum: Picasso: The 
Challenge of Ceramics 
Eisenhower Theater,  
12 p.m., FREE

Metales M5 
Millennium Stage, 6 p.m., FREE

Master Class: Grupo Corpo 
Meet in Hall of Nations, 7 p.m.

Arakaendar Choir  
& Orchestra:  
Baroque Music from Jesuit 
Reductions in Bolivia,  
Terrace Theater, 7:30 p.m.

Teatro Meridional:  
Contos em Viagem- 
Cabo Verde,  
Family Theater, 7:30 p.m.•

THURSDAY, MARCH 5
Claudia Acuña:  
Homage to Violeta Parra,  
Millennium Stage, 6 p.m., FREE

NSO: Portuguese fado with 
Camané & Carminho  
Concert Hall, 7 p.m.

FRIDAY, MARCH 6
Forum: Latin American 
Cultural Presence and 
Influence in America  
Family Theater, 4:30 p.m., FREE

Papo Vázquez  
Pirates Troubadours  
Millennium Stage, 6 p.m., FREE

Grupo Corpo:  
Sem Mim and Onqotô  
Eisenhower Theater, 8 p.m.

NSO: Masterworks by 
Villa-Lobos, Falla, and more, 
Concert Hall, 8 p.m.

SATURDAY, MARCH 7
The Art of Blend in 
Portuguese Wines  
Family Theater, 2 p.m.

Film/Discussion:  
Hasier Etxeberria presents 
Euskadi: cocina en la cumbre  
Family Theater, 4 p.m., FREE

• Includes a free post-performance 
discussion
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TUESDAY, MARCH 10
Romero Lubambo  
and Hernán Romero  
Millennium Stage, 6 p.m., FREE

Companhia Portuguesa de 
Bailado Contemporâneo: 
Fado, Rituals and Shadows 
Terrace Theater, 7:30 p.m.•

PostClassical Ensemble: 
Iberian Mystics:  
The Confluence of Faiths  
Family Theater, 7:30 p.m.•

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 11
Al Andalusyun—Arabic 
Andalusian Ensemble 
featuring Hadi Eldebek  
Millennium Stage, 6 p.m., FREE

Moreira Chonguiça:  
The Moreira Project 
Millennium Stage, 6 p.m., FREE

Mundo Perfeito:  
Three fingers below the knee 
and By Heart  
Terrace Theater, 7:30 p.m.

Grupo Corpo:  
Sem Mim and Onqotô 
Eisenhower Theater, 8 p.m.

NSO: Masterworks by 
Villa-Lobos, Falla, and more 
Concert Hall, 8 p.m.

SUNDAY, MARCH 8
Film Screening:  
Hasier Etxeberria presents 
Juan Mari Arzak:  
etxe bat da mundua  
Family Theater, 2 p.m., FREE

Piano Marathon Cubano 
Millennium Stage, 5 p.m., FREE

Mundo Perfeito:  
Three fingers below the knee 
and By Heart  
Terrace Theater, 7:30 p.m.

Buika with Iván “Melon” 
Lewis & Continuum Quartet 
Concert Hall, 8 p.m.

MONDAY, MARCH 9
Sílvia Pérez Cruz  
and Raül Fernández Miró  
Millennium Stage, 6 p.m., FREE

Master Class:  
Companhia Portuguesa de 
Bailado Contemporâneo 
Meet in Hall of Nations, 7 p.m.

Ballet Flamenco Sara Baras: 
Voces, Suite Flamenca 
Eisenhower Theater, 8 p.m.

Companhia Portuguesa de 
Bailado Contemporâneo: 
Fado, Rituals and Shadows 
Terrace Theater, 7:30 p.m.•

PostClassical Ensemble: 
Iberian Mystics:  
The Confluence of Faiths  
Family Theater, 7:30 p.m.•

Compañía María Pagés: 
Utopía  
Eisenhower Theater, 8 p.m.•

THURSDAY, MARCH 12
Nathalie Handal  
and Hanna Khoury  
Millennium Stage, 6 p.m., FREE

A Taste of Mexico  
Shuttle departs from  
the Hall of States at 6 p.m.
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NSO: Ravel’s Boléro, 
Debussy’s Ibéria,  
& other French works 
inspired by Spain  
Concert Hall, 7 p.m.

Compañía María Pagés: 
Utopía  
Eisenhower Theater, 8 p.m.

FRIDAY, MARCH 13
Manhattan Camerata: 
Tango-Fado Project with 
Binelli-Ferman Duo  
Millennium Stage, dance lesson 
at 5 p.m., concert at 6 p.m., 
FREE

Mala Voadora & Third Angel: 
What I Heard About the World  
Family Theater, 7:30 p.m.•

Double Bill: María Muñoz, 
Mal Pelo, Bach & Tania 
Pérez-Salas Compañía de 
Danza, Made in Mexico XX 
Terrace Theater, 7:30 p.m.•

Tres Pablos: Casals,  
Neruda, and Picasso— 
A Multimedia Celebration  
Eisenhower Theater, 8 p.m.

NSO: Ravel’s Boléro, 
Debussy’s Ibéria,  
& other French works 
inspired by Spain  
Concert Hall, 8 p.m.

SATURDAY, MARCH 14
Literature Panel: From My 
Language, I See the Sea (Da 
Minha Língua Ve-Se o Mar) 
Family Theater, 10:30 a.m., FREE

Literature Panel:  
The Measure of  
Cervantes’s Tongue  
Family Theater, 1 p.m., FREE

Literature Panel:  
A Tribute to José Saramago  
Family Theater, 3:30 p.m., FREE

Leticia Moreno with 
Christoph Eschenbach 
Millennium Stage, 6 p.m., FREE

Eugenia León:  
Eugenia León y Las Voces de 
Mujeres, Voces del Pueblo,  
Eisenhower Theater, 8 p.m.

Mala Voadora & Third Angel: 
What I Heard About the World  
Family Theater, 7:30 p.m.

Double Bill: María Muñoz, 
Mal Pelo, Bach & Tania 
Pérez-Salas Compañía de 
Danza, Made in Mexico XX 
Terrace Theater, 7:30 p.m.

NSO: Ravel’s Boléro, 
Debussy’s Ibéria,  
& other French works 
inspired by Spain  
Concert Hall, 8 p.m.

SUNDAY, MARCH 15
Literature Panel:  
The Hispanic-American 
Identity—A 500-Year Saga 
Family Theater, 12 p.m., FREE

Literature Panel:  
The Boundless  
Spanish Imagination  
Terrace Theater, 2 p.m., FREE

Literature Panel: A Song for 
Iberia: Six Voices of Literary 
Masters Then and Now  
Terrace Theater, 4:30 p.m., FREE

Hiromi Suda  
Millennium Stage, 6 p.m., FREE

Eugenia León:  
Eugenia León y Las Voces de 
Mujeres, Voces del Pueblo 
Eisenhower Theater, 8 p.m.
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WEDNESDAY, MARCH 18
Forum: Iberian Connections: 
Cross-Cultural Interaction 
within the Peninsula and 
around the Globe  
REMIX Space (Terrace Gallery), 
10:30 a.m., FREE

José André  
Millennium Stage, 6 p.m., FREE

Teatro de La Abadía: 
Entremeses  
Terrace Theater, 7:30 p.m.

Companhia Hiato:  
O Jardim (“The Garden”)  
Eisenhower Theater, 8 p.m.•

THURSDAY, MARCH 19
António Zambujo  
Millennium Stage, 6 p.m., FREE

Companhia Hiato:  
O Jardim (“The Garden”)  
Eisenhower Theater, 8 p.m.

MONDAY, MARCH 16
A Taste of Spain  
Shuttle departs from  
the Hall of States at 5:30 p.m.

The Gift  
Millennium Stage, 6 p.m., FREE

Carmen Souza: Live at Lagny 
Jazz Festival Tour  
Eisenhower Theater, 8 p.m.

TUESDAY, MARCH 17
Sofia Ribeiro  
and Luísa Sobral  
Millennium Stage, 6 p.m., FREE

Teatro de La Abadía: 
Entremeses  
Terrace Theater, 7:30 p.m.•

FRIDAY, MARCH 20
Rodrigo Leão  
Millennium Stage, 6 p.m., FREE

Diogo Infante & João Gil: 
Ode Marítima  
(“Maritime Ode”)  
Terrace Theater, 7:30 p.m.•

Piazzología: El Mundo de 
Piazzolla su Vida y su Obra 
Eisenhower Theater, 8 p.m.

SATURDAY, MARCH 21
Ron Lalá Theater Company: 
Somewhere in Quixote  
Family Theater, 1:30 & 5 p.m.

Brass Ensemble São Paulo: 
Carmen Miranda, Carnaval 
and Beyond  
Millennium Stage, dance lessons 
at 5 p.m., concert at 6 p.m., FREE

Diogo Infante & João Gil: 
Ode Marítima  
(“Maritime Ode”)  
Terrace Theater, 7:30 p.m.

Piazzología: El Mundo de 
Piazzolla su Vida y su Obra 
Eisenhower Theater, 8 p.m.

SUNDAY, MARCH 22
Ron Lalá Theater Company: 
Somewhere in Quixote  
Family Theater, 1:30 & 5 p.m.

Timba Street  
with DC Casineros  
Millennium Stage, dance lessons 
at 5 p.m., concert at 6 p.m., FREE 

Orquestra Jovem do Estado 
with soprano Harolyn 
Blackwell: From Villa-Lobos 
to Tom Jobim: Symphonic 
Music from Brazil  
Concert Hall, 7:30 p.m.

TUESDAY, MARCH 24
Sharon Isbin, guitar, & Isabel 
Leonard, mezzo-soprano 
Terrace Theater, 7:30 p.m.
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MORE TO EXPLORE

IBERIAN BOUTIQUE 
During the festival, our Gift Shop on Level A transforms into the Iberian 
Boutique—featuring Spanish and Portuguese imports such as pearls, 
damasquinados jewelry, toiletries, hand-painted fans, embroidered shawls, 
linens, hand-decorated ceramics, and cork crafts, as well as a selection of 
CDs and DVDs. The Boutique also offers several culinary staples including 
Iberian olives, oils, salts, and jams.
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EMBASSY EVENTS
The embassies of Mexico, Portugal, and Spain are planning several of 
their own events during the festival. Please visit the following websites for 
additional information: 

Embassy of Mexico: instituteofmexicodc.org
Embassy of Portugal: embassyportugal-us.org
Embassy of Spain: spainculture.us

THE IBERIAN PENINSULA  
AND LATIN AMERICA
MARCH 4 AT 3 P.M.
Enrique V. Iglesias Auditorium
Inter-American Development Bank (IDB)
1330 New York Avenue, NW
Washington, DC 20577

Join former Presidents Felipe González Márquez of Spain and Fernando 
Henrique Cardoso of Brazil for a lively exchange hosted by the Inter-
American Development Bank where they explore the influence of the 
Iberian Peninsula on social, political, and economic thought in Latin 
America.  The session will highlight important dimensions of the cultural 
exchange in the development of both regions.  

FREE ADMISSION, no tickets needed.  Photo identification required.  
Contact Fadrique Iglesias at IDB-KCenter@IADB.ORG for additional 
information.

VOLUNTEER 
OPPORTUNITIES
Interested in volunteering at IBERIAN SUITE: global arts remix? Through 
the Kennedy Center Friends program, hundreds of volunteers are needed 
to help support our festival. Visit kennedy-center.org/volunteers for more 
information and to download the volunteer application. The deadline for 
submissions is February 19!
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FESTIVAL CRED
ITS

FESTIVAL CREDITS

Vice President, International Programming and Dance
Festival Curator
Alicia Adams

Director, International Programming
Festival Co-Curator and Manager
Gilda Almeida

Exhibition and Installations Design
Studio Adrien Gardère
Adrien Gardère 
Mathieu Muin

Picasso Ceramist and the Mediterranean 
Curators
Joséphine Matamoros and Bruno Gaudichon
Management in France
Anagraphis: Thierry Angles, Project Chief; Marie Barral, Assistant
Marielle Magliozzi - Administrative Coordination
Picasso Exhibition Management
Gilda Almeida
Administrative coordination
Annette Dumas
Design
Studio Adrien Gardère

Installations Production
Mickey Berra, Vice President
Glenn Turner, Head of Production Operation

Installations Graphic Design
Kokoro & Moi 
Studio Adrien Gardère

So Blue So White
Fashions Centuries in the Making
Curator
Karen Taylor

Literature Series Curator
Marie Arana

Festival Consultants
Ana Miranda, Arte Institute
Marta Casals Istomin
Fredrica Jarcho
Elcior Santana
Osama Abi-Mershed, Georgetown University Center for Contemporary Arab Studies
Susan Douglass, Georgetown University Center for Contemporary Arab Studies
Pedro Cardim, New University of Lisbon
Tempest Entertainment

Festival Opening Performance
Director
Robert Pullen, NOUVEAU productions

Festival Assistants
Annette Dumas, Sara Ross, Jeanne Sobel, Kathi Reynolds 

Support Staff
Gintare Everett, Kate Oberdorfer, Jecamiah Ybanez
Volunteer: Debra Simon

Artistic Collaboration with
Arte Institute
Inter-American Development Bank Cultural Center
Embassy of Japan and the National Cherry Blossom Festival
Embassy of Mexico and its Cultural Institute
Embassy of Portugal
Embassy of Spain, Spain Arts and Culture
FUNDarte
Georgetown University Center for Contemporary Arab Studies
Library of Congress
New University of Lisbon
On-Situ
The Etxepare Basque Institute
World Bank Group

Special thanks to the Kennedy Center staff and volunteers  
involved in the realization of this festival.

THE JOHN F. KENNEDY CENTER  
FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS
Chairman 
David M. Rubenstein

President 
Deborah F. Rutter



 

An international festival of theater, dance, music, visual arts, literature, design, 
cuisine, and film celebrating the diverse cultures of the Iberian region  

For complete festival information, visit KENNEDY-CENTER.ORG/IBERIA

BUIKA
PHOTO BY JAVI ROJO

TANIA PÉREZ-SALAS 
COMPAÑÍA DE DANZA


