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Stuart MacDonald Founder and Executive Director of the Centre for Cultural Relations,
responsible for the Centre's strategy, planning and development. Stuart joined the
University of Edinburgh in 2012 after a career as a senior civil servant in both the UK

and Scottish Governments in departments including the Cabinet Office, Department of

National Heritage, the Scottish Education Department and the Home Office. He has also
worked for a leading American NGO in Tunisia following the Arab Spring, and for the
then Scottish Arts Council as Head of Arts and International Strategy. His expertise and
experience are in domestic and international public policy and administration. This
includes many vyears leading, implementing and evaluating international cultural
relations strategies, policies and programmes. This involved work in a wide range of
countries including the USA, China, France and with international structures including
the EU and UNESCO. Stuart is a graduate of the University of Edinburgh (Fine Art) and

has extensive board level experience in arts organisations in London and Scotland.




